
Animal ID# ____________________________ 

 

Dog Adoption Questionnaire 
 
 

 Name ______________________________________________________Date __________________ 

 Home#_____________________________ Cell#_______________________________ 

 E-mail Address _____________________________________________________________________ 

 Address _________________________________________________Apt/Unit #_____________________ 

 City ___________________ State __________   Zip Code ____________________ 

 DOB: ___________________ Driver License # ____________________________ 

Circle the option on each line that you feel best suits you and your home: 

I consider my  

home to be  

most like:   

  

     A library 

(calm and quiet) 

 

             Middle of the road  

(sometimes quiet, sometimes a lot 

 going on) 

 

      Grand Central Station 

(We have lots of people coming  

and going and a lot going on most 

 of the time) 

I have owned a dog  

before: 

 

         No 

 

                               Yes:   

                          2-10 yrs ago 
 

                          10+ yrs 
 

                     Within the past 

                                year 

              I currently own a dog             

When I’m home, I 

want my dog to be 

by my side: 

 

         Little of  

       the time 

 

                 Some of the time 

 

      

              Most of the time 

When I’m not home,  

my dog will spend his  

time:  

 In the garage 

 

In a crate in the 
house  

 

                          In the yard 

 

 

 

            Loose in the house 

 

          Confined to one room 

My dog will be  

mostly an: 

     

    Inside dog 
 

                        Outside dog 
 

My dog needs to be  

able to be alone for: 

  Less than 4 

  hours a day 

 

                       4-8 hours a day 
 

        More than 8 hours a day 

I want my dog to be: 

 

   Not very 

    Active 

 

                 Middle of the road 
 

                     Very active 

I want a dog for:      Guard  

       Dog 

 

                    Companionship 
 

                        Other 

 

I am comfortable  

doing:  

 

  No training 
 

                      Some training 
 

                  A lot of training 

 
      

    
 

                              

 

  

My dog needs to be good with:               Dogs               Cats               Birds               Other Animals               Kids under 8 

(circle all that apply) 

                                                                        Kids over 8             Seniors            Other: _________________ 

 
 

It is most important to me that my dog: _______________________________________________________________ 
 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

                                                                                   Fill in the blank 



 

 
 

How did you hear about AAC?   
 
   Friends/Family        Social Media (Facebook/Twitter)      Adoption Event     

Past Connection with AAC      Television/Radio      Other_________________ 
 

 

Do you:     Own      Rent    Sublet   Other 

If you rent or sublet, please list the landlord or rental agency’s contact information.   

Name: ____________________________________  Phone number: ________________________________ 

 

Number of People in the Household:   Adults ______    Children ______  Ages of Children _______________ 

Names of Adults Living in the Household (18 and over): 

_______________________   _______________________          _______________________ 

Have you applied to adopt a pet from AAC before?     Yes       No   If so, how long ago? _________ 

What kind of pet?    Cat      Dog      Other   

If you have previously adopted from us, what happened with that pet? ___________________________ 

Please list all of the companion animals you have had in the last 3 years, including the ones that are still with you. 

Name Type/Breed Age Neutered
/Spayed 

If cat, 
declawed? 

Owned for 
how long? 

Why is this animal no 
longer with you? 
(If applicable?) 

       

       

       

       

       

       
 

Do you have a veterinarian?      Yes      No   Vet Clinic Name and Phone Number: _________________ 

Please check any topics you’d like to discuss with an adoption counselor: 

   Feeding your pet 

   Introducing your new pet to other pets 

   Challenging behaviors  

   What to do if your pet is lost 

   Where to keep your pet during the day, at 

night, or while at work 

   House training 

   Grooming/Training 

   Behavior issues 

   Other: ________________________________ 

 

 

I certify that all information provided is true and understand that false information may nullify this 
application and authorize Austin Animal Center to verify the above information.  

 

Applicant Signature: ____________________________   Date:_______________________ 



PET ADOPTION AGREEMENT 

PID: 

________________

__ 
THE ADOPTER AGREES TO COMPLY WITH THE FOLLOWING REQUIREMENTS:  
(Check each box)  
 

 I (we) declare that I (we) have not been convicted of a charge related to cruelty, neglect, or abandonment to 
animals and that no such charge against me is currently pending. 
 

 I understand shelter may refuse an adoption at any time for any reason.  
 

 I understand that I am assuming all financial responsibility and I will not expect financial reimbursement for 
any expenses incurred, including veterinary services.   
 

 I agree all pets adopted from the shelter will be spayed or neutered.  
 

 I understand that Texas state law requires all animals adopted from a shelter be altered (Chapter 828, Texas 
Health and Safety Code). I understand that violation of this article subjects me to a civil penalty and that I may 
be compelled to comply with the provisions of the article above. If my animal cannot be altered in the shelter 
due to medical reasons, I agree to have my animal sterilized by the specific due date in the Spay/Neuter 
Adoption Agreement.   
 

 I agree to take my new pet to my own veterinarian within 10 days of adoption.  
 

 I understand the shelter does not know the medical, vaccination, or genetic history of the animals. A pet may 
have been exposed to disease or have genetic problems that the shelter is unable to detect. A pet adopted 
here may or may not have been seen by one of our veterinarians. The shelter makes no guarantees about the 
health of adopted pets.  
 

 I understand that although the shelter records behavior information on pets while they are at the shelter, the 
shelter makes no guarantees about the behavior or temperament of any animal. 
 

 I agree to meet the physical and behavioral needs of this animal daily and to provide preventative veterinary 
treatment and other medical care as needed. 
 

 I will make sure my pet is always wearing a collar and identification tags. 
  

 I agree to abide by all state and local laws regarding pets where I live, including requirements for rabies 
vaccinations and pet registration or licensing, as well as any “leash laws,” or tethering, shelter or noise-
prevention rules. 
 

 I agree to bring the pet back to the shelter if I can’t keep him or her, or find a responsible, caring new home 
and to alert the shelter I have found this animal a new home.  
 

 I understand that while AAC carefully monitors all animals, AAC may have limited knowledge of their 
behavioral and medical backgrounds. AAC makes no warranties or representations regarding the 
animal’s health, behavior, temperament, age or breed. I further understand that environmental changes 
may effect and change the temperament of the above named animal and that AAC has no liability or 
responsibility of any nature regarding defects with the animal, or injuries or damage to any person or property 
which may be caused by the animal. I, the adopter, agree to indemnify and hold harmless AAC, its members, 
officers, directors, agents, and their heirs, administrators, executors, successors and representatives against 
any and all claims, known or unknown, nor or hereafter in connection with this animal.    
 
 

I, the Adopter, have read the adoption rules and conditions set forth and understand 

each of them and agree to abide by them. 
 

 

Signature ____________________________________________ Date ___________________ 

Print Full Name _______________________________________________________________       



TIPS FOR DOG ADOPTERS 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
Your lifesaving decision to adopt a dog means the world to your new canine family 

member. With just a little preparation, you can help ensure that your new dog’s 

transition from homeless to home will be a smooth and rewarding experience for 

both of you. 

 

PREPARING FOR YOUR NEW DOG 
Your new pet will depend on you for everything, from healthy food to affection, exercise and training. It 
sounds like a lot, but what could be more rewarding? To be happy and healthy, your dog will need:

 Constant access to a bowl of fresh, 
clean drinking water 

 A nutritionally balanced diet 

 A place to use the bathroom outside 

 A variety of safe toys to play with 
 

 A comfortable place to sleep 

 Daily exercise 

 Training and socialization 

 Lots of love and attention

DOG-PROOFING YOUR HOUSE 
Before your new dog arrives, you should dog-proof your home in much the same way that you would 
child-proof your home for a toddler. Look at your home from a dog’s eye level. What can she reach? Is 
there anything she can trip on or become entangled in (such as electrical cords)? If you don’t want her 
drinking out of the toilet, tell everyone in the household to make sure they put the lid down.  

MAKING YOUR YARD SAFE 
Do a walk around your yard. Is your yard completely fenced in? Are there any spaces or gaps that your 
new dog or puppy can squeeze through? Is there anything that he can climb on that would allow him to 
escape over the fence (e.g., a woodpile, a fountain, latticework)? Ideally, you should check your yard 
for safety before your new dog comes home. If you haven’t 
done this prior to the dog’s arrival, supervise the time that 
your pet spends outside until you have a chance to inspect 
the yard for safety. Even a child’s toy can be trouble if it is 
chewed up and swallowed. 

DIET 
Dogs eat less when they are stressed, and moving to a 
new home is stressful, so don’t be surprised or concerned 
if food is ignored at first, especially while you are watching. 
But if your new dog doesn’t eat and drink overnight after 
everyone else has gone to bed, try mixing a little bit of a 
tastier food, such as canned dog food, into his dry food. 
You can feed your dog twice a day, or you can leave food out 
all day (called “free feeding”). Be aware, though, that many 
dogs who are free-fed do not properly control their food intake 
and may become overweight, which predisposes them to health 
problems. Change the water in the bowl every day and clean 
the bowl regularly.   

At AAC, most of our dogs are fed 
Purina Pro Plan (pictured).  

 
It’s important for the health of your cat that 

you feed him a high-quality food (which 
doesn’t have to be expensive, by the way).  

 
Check with a pet-supply store or with your 

veterinarian for suggestions. 

 



TIPS FOR DOG ADOPTERS 

PREVENTING AN IDENTITY CRISIS 
Your dog may come with a collar and a temporary slip-type lead. The lead is fine temporarily but should 
not be used beyond getting your new pet safely home. Your new dog will need a sturdy collar and 
leash. A dog’s collar should be snug but not tight; you should be able to fit two fingers under the collar. 

Your dog has a microchip, be sure to add your name, phone number and address to the microchip 
registration at www.HomeAgain.com ($19.99 fee). Even if your dog has a microchip, we recommend 
keeping a collar with ID tag on the dog at all times. A free ID tag is provided with every adoption. 

TAKING THE LEAD 
If your new friend is not trained to walk nicely on a leash, or if he tries to pull out 

of the collar, it’s a good idea to get a chest harness (Easy Walk) or a type of 

collar called a martingale in addition to the regular collar. Remember to always 

keep your dog on a leash when you’re outdoors, except in a fenced yard.  

If your new dog has her own toys, she may not be as 
interested in chewing up human things (shoes can be hard 

to resist). Buy durable rubber or nylon toys that satisfy the dog’s urge to chew. 
Puzzle toys that you can stuff treats into (like Kongs) should keep your pet 
occupied for a good while. If she starts chewing one of your personal items, 
resist the urge to yell or reprimand her. Instead, immediately get her 
interested in one of her own toys and keep your personal items out of reach 
until she learns the rules of the house. 

TRAINING  
Your dog needs you to be a kind but firm leader. If you don’t function as the leader, your dog will start 
making decisions on her own, some of which you may not like. That’s why it’s important for you to help 
your dog learn what behavior is appropriate and what is not. A lot of pet stores and other dog-related 
businesses offer group training classes that you and your dog can attend. If this is your first dog, you 
will also learn a lot from the training classes. If you decide to hire a trainer, pick one who uses humane 
methods. Humane trainers do not use chain or prong collars, nor do they advocate yanking on or lifting 
the dog by the collar. To find a good trainer, we recommend that you visit during one of the trainer’s 
sessions to see the techniques and tools being used. If the trainer does anything that you are 
uncomfortable with, keep looking.  

SOCIALIZATION 
Your dog needs daily, loving interaction with you, but he also needs a social life. Socialize your dog by 
bringing him on car rides, letting him be around different types of people and other dogs, taking him to 
the groomer, shopping with him at stores that let you bring your dog in, and walking him in public 
places. Though you want to expose your dog to a variety of experiences, you should also strive for 
structure and consistency in your dog’s daily routine to give him a feeling of stability as a member of the 
family before gradually introducing him to new environments. You should also select a veterinarian with 
whom you are comfortable with, since you’ll need to bring your dog in for annual checkups. 
  

For more info about the best way to care for your dog visit: 

https://www.aspca.org/pet-care/dog-care 

We want to be a resource for you now and in the future. Feel free to email us at: 

animal.customerservice@austintexas.gov 

Easy Walk harness 

Kong toys 

http://www.homeagain.com/
https://www.aspca.org/pet-care/dog-care
mailto:animal.customerservice@austintexas.gov
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